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I. Executive Summary

The Early Childhood Outcomes Study is a statewide effort of the New Mexico Public
Education Department-Special Education Bureau, the Northeast Regional Education
Cooperative #4, (NEREC) and the Southwest Regional Education Cooperative #10,
(SWREC). This study was conducted as a census of the 4,639 three and four year olds in
early childhood programs across the state. Progress was reported on a total of 4,122 of
these participant children. This study was in part a pilot project to test a system of data
collection for outcomes and performance on provider programs funded by the NMPED.
The data was used to evaluate provider assessment data collection as well as child
outcomes.

II. Methodology

All early childhood programs in the state were surveyed between April 3and May 5,
2006. The survey was web-based with multiple-site simultaneous access. Information on
the survey was delivered to all provider agencies beginning in March, 2006. Technical
assistance on completion of the surveys was available both on a web-site and via direct
phone support. Survey data was collected and submitted electronically for compilation
and analysis. Each of the school districts was assigned a unique password to assure
confidentiality of information. Each district were able to view only their own data.

III. Research Questions

The Early Childhood Outcomes Study used quantitative data to answer the following
questions:

1. What is the progress of three and four year old children enrolled in early
childhood programs and who are receiving special education services?

All programs were asked to complete information on children enrolled
including:

 Use of Appropriate Behaviors to Meet Their Needs
Made progress (above baseline)
Did not make progress (below baseline)
Maintenance (same as baseline)
NA (at age level on program entry)

 Acquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early
language communication and early literacy)

Made progress (above baseline)
Did not make progress (below baseline)
Maintenance (same as baseline)
NA (at age level on program entry)
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 Positive Socio-emotional Skills (including social relationships)
Made progress (above baseline)
Did not make progress (below baseline)
Maintenance (same as baseline
NA (at age level on program entry)

2. What instruments are being used to assess progress in the identified skills
areas?

3. What are the barriers that programs may encounter in the process of collecting
performance and outcome data at the local level, and what are the possible
solutions to these barriers?

In this report all evaluation questions are addressed. It is anticipated that the answers to
these questions will form a basis for evaluating and planning early childhood special
education services and reporting information to the NMPED on an annual basis.

IV. Research Population

Of the 4,639 children enrolled in early childhood programs in New Mexico, data was
reported on 4,122, (a return rate of 89%). Selection bias was determined to be not
statistically significant when comparing data reported and un-reported data. There are a
total of 89 school districts plus School for the Deaf and the School for the Blind and
Visually Handicapped in the state. A total of 77 of the districts reported data included in
this report. Seven districts had no children in programs, two did not report, and five
reported too late to be included in the analysis.

V. Descriptive Statistics

Total Research Population:

N= 4,122

Survey Return Rate:

4,122/ 4,639 = 89%

Age
3 Year Olds = 1,934
4 Year Olds = 2,188
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Gender
M= 2,646
F= 1,380

Race/Ethnicity

Caucasian- 1329/ 34%
Hispanic- 2367/ 50%
Black- 93/ 2%
Native American- 502/ 13%
Asian- 32/1%

Exceptionality

DD (Developmental Disability) - 2587/ 64%
SLD (Speech Language Deficiency) – 19/ 30%
AU (Autism) - 55/ 1%
MD (Multi-Disabled) - 47/ 1%
OHI (Other Hearing Impairment) - 44/ 1%
HI (Hearing Impaired) - 30/ 1%
MR (Mentally Retarded) - 11/ 0%
TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury) - 10/ 0%
ED (Emotionally Disturbed) - 2/ 0%
VI (Visually Impaired) - 1/ 0%
DB (Deaf/ Blind) - 1/ 0%

Service Level (amount of special education services provided)

A (less than 10% of day) – 8/ 0%
B (11-49% of day) – 5/ 0%
C (50% or more of day but less than full day – 1/ 0%
D (up to full day) - 4012/ 99%

Setting (location where learning takes place)

1 - 1309/ 33%
2 - 8/ 0%
3 - 1993/ 50%
4 - 319/ 8%
5 - 401/ 10%
6 - 4/ 0%
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1. Note: On Setting, two of the categories in the data are invalid, (2 and 6). Service Level data included, A, B, C
and D, although the ADS manual specifies nine numerical categories.
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1

Returned Surveys by District

Population
(ADS, Dec.1) Returned Submitted after Deadline

Alamogordo 143 130
Albuquerque 815 666
Animas 5 4
Artesia 70 2
Aztec 47 46
Belen 67 62
Bernalillo 47 44
Bloomfield 84 79
Capitan 9 9
Carlsbad 109 95
Carrizozo 1 0 5
Central 166 150
Chama 7 7
Cimarron 10 10
Clayton 16 16
Cloudcroft 7 9
Clovis 146 128
Cobre 25 28
Corona 1 1
Cuba 11 11
Deming 70 66
Des Moines 0 0
Dexter 15 22
Dora 15 13
Duce 9 6
Elida 8 6
Espanola 57 45
Estancia 6 0 7
Eunice 16 16
Farmington 156 159
Floyd 6 6
Ft Sumner 12 11
Gadsden 211 203
Gallup 186 170
Grady 7 0 6
Grants 58 0
Hagerman 4 3
Hatch 13 13
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Returned Surveys by District

Population
(ADS, Dec.1) Returned Submitted after Deadline

Hobbs 108 115
Hondo 1 0
House 1 1
Jal 32 32
Jemez Mountain 0 0
Jemez Valley 6 9
Lake Arthur 4 4
Las Cruces 264 236
Las Vegas City 10 9
Logan 16 16
Lordsburg 28 24
Los Alamos 59 59
Los Lunas 162 140 7
Loving 9 9
Lovington 188 186
Magdalena 17 0 18
Maxwell 3 2
Melrose 25 24
Mesa Vista 0 0
Mora 11 10
Moriarty 45 40
Mosquero 0 0
Mountainair 2 2
Pecos 29 27
Penasco 12 11
Pojoaque 18 18
Portales 71 63
Quemado 0 0
Questa 2 2
Raton 43 39
Reserve 4 4
Rio Rancho 160 160
Roswell 227 214
Roy 0 0
Ruidoso 24 25
San Jon 2 2
Santa Fe 106 106
Santa Rosa 11 11
School/ Deaf 3 0 6
Silver city 34 25
Socorro 36 35
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Returned Surveys by District

Population
(ADS, Dec.1) Returned Submitted after Deadline

Springer 6 6
T or C 55 53
Taos 52 53
Tatum 3 3
Texico 16 16
Tucumcari 44 47
Tularosa 10 10
Vaughn 2 2
Visually Handicap 1 0
Wagon Mound 0 0
West Las Vegas 16 16
Zuni 19 19________________________
Totals 4639 4122 49

VI. Analysis of Responses

1. What is the progress of three and four year old children enrolled in early
childhood programs and who are receiving special education services?

In the three functional areas measured, three and four year olds were reported having
made progress at a high rate. In the area of Use of Appropriate Behaviors to Meet
Their Needs, 72% were reported as having made progress. In the area of Acquisition
and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early language communication and
early literacy), 85% were reported as having made progress. In the area of Positive
Socio-Emotional Skills, 76% were reported as having made progress. For three year
olds only, the rates for “made progress” in these three areas were 71%, 84% and 75%.
(see charts and tables in appendix).

2. What instruments are being used to assess progress in the identified skills
areas?

A total of 37 assessment instruments were reported by providers. This does not include
responses that indicated that no instrument was used in assessing the progress of students,
(responses including teacher observation, professional judgment, etc.). A total of 71%
reported that they used a version of the Brigance. Other instruments reported included
Creative Curriculum, Focused Portfolio, First Steps, Dial 3 and Goldman-Fristoe Test of
Articulation, (GFTA). A complete list of instruments used in charts and tables is in the
appendix.
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3. What are the barriers that programs may encounter in the process of collecting
performance and outcome data at the local level, and what are the possible
solutions to these barriers?

Programs that do not use comprehensive assessment tools were not able to report
progress data that could be considered as valid and reliable. A total of 603 entries were in
this category. Several schools stated that the reporting occurred at the time of year when
they had the least time to devote to it, (April-May). It is imperative that programs assess
students early in the year so that a baseline to measure progress is established for the end
of year outcomes report. The next section presents recommendations to address these
issues.

VII. Recommendations

1. To insure consistency, and to insure validity and reliability of reported data, a
limited number of NMPED designated assessment instruments, (no more than
10), must be identified that assess all three progress areas to be reported to OSEP.
Recommendations of the ECO Stakeholder Task Force should be considered in
the identification of acceptable assessment instruments. The ECO Stakeholder
Group is also recommending the implementation of a 7-point progress reporting
scale that the National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center, (NECTAC)
is promoting nationally. This reporting scale could crosswalk with the survey
used in this year’s Early Childhood Outcomes Survey. To assist in creating
consistent mechanisms of program evaluation, it would be beneficial to
coordinate with other programs, such as Reading First, and Pre K. This would
also avoid over-testing of students.

2. The NMPED should notify districts early in the fall of 2006 about recommended
assessment instruments, so that the same instrument is used for the Pre Test and
Post Test. Early notification and direction will assure that progress data is
available by year end.

3. It would be beneficial to school districts to have access to their district data upon
request. If possible, the PED could email each district the page of state summary
data, with REC #4 contact information. NEREC could then email individual
reports as requested. The availability of local data would serve to market the
early childhood outcomes process to providers and promote the value of their
efforts.

4. Although there is probably little flexibility in reporting requirements, districts
have requested that the annual survey not be conducted during the last two
months of school. If it were possible to conduct the annual survey in March, the
post-test information data could be utilized for PLEP information at annual IEP
review meetings, transition IEP development and for end of year reporting of
student progress. In addition to OSEP reporting, these uses for collected data
would be a strong incentive to programs to develop a strong assessment process
and to maintain and report data consistently.
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5. A strong infrastructure must be established whereby data collection and reporting
can be closely monitored throughout the process to identify errors in data entry
and non-responders at a point when interventions are possible. NEREC and
SWREC provided extensive technical assistance and information to responders
from programs around the state during the survey process. The availability of
trained staff to monitor the data submission process and communicate with
programs to make adjustments as needed is critical to the success of the effort.

6. The database should be evaluated and “tweaked” to improve data entry processes
and quality of data.

7. NEREC will forward an addendum to these recommendations once the participant
satisfaction survey is completed, entered into a database, and analyzed.

VII. Appendix

Charts

1. Assessment Instruments Identified, (sorted by number of reported users)
2. Most Commonly Reported Assessment Instruments
3. Assessment Instruments by District and School
4. Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y (spreadsheet)
5. Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y (chart)
6. Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y & 4Y (spreadsheet)
7. Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y & 4Y (chart)



Brigance 2378
DAYC 168
Creative Curriculum Assessment 130
Criterion Based Portage Checklist 111
Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA) 102
Learning Accomplishment Profile (LAP, LAP3, LAP-D) 78

Dial 3 72
Focused Portfolio 33
First Steps 32
Midwest NM CAP Assessment 19
TMA 18
Sopris West 16
Handwriting Without Tears Readiness Sample 15
Boehm 3 Pre-school 14
CELF 13
Pre-school Language Scale (PLS-4) 12
Clinical Assessment of Articulation and Phonology (CAAP) 12
Westley 10
Success for All (SFA) 10
Needs (CCPSN) 9
Houghton- Mifflin Observation Checklist 8
Headstart Work Sampling Development Checklist 8
Peabody Developmental Motor Scale (PDMS) 8
Spanish Articulation Measures 8
Developmental Outcomes Profile 6
Kaufman Bracken Beery Buktenica 5
Miller Assessment for Pre-Schoolers 5
SELF Pre School Denver II 5
APP-R 4
Prelas 2000 4
High Reach Learning Curriculum 4
Arizona Articulation Scale 4
BASC 2
Structured Photographic Articulation Scale 2
Callier-Azusa 2
Comprehensive Individual Assessment Summary 2
Fluerg Sample 1
TOTAL 3330

Teacher, Teacher Observation, Teacher made assessment 195
Portfolio 169
Data Collection 105
Observation 81
Professional Judgment 27
Checklist 15
Assessment 11

No Recognizable Instrument

Assessment Instruments Identified



Informal pre-school assessment 10
Report card 7
Benchmarks 7
Past data 4
Home schooled 2
IEP goals 1
Anecdotal records 1
No answer or illegible 157
TOTAL 792

TOTAL ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT RESPONSES 4122
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Appropriate Behaviors
Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 59 3%
Made Progress (above baseline) 1371 71%
Maintenance (same as baseline) 240 12%
N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 264 14%
3Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 1934 94%
Total Providers 2057

Acq & Use of Knowledge and Skills
Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 62 3%
Made Progress (above baseline) 1621 84%
Maintenance (same as baseline) 212 11%
N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 39 2%
3Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 1934 94%
Total Providers 2057

Pos Socio-Emotional Skills
Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 62 3%
Made Progress (above baseline) 1457 75%
Maintenance (same as baseline) 193 10%
N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 222 11%
3Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 1934 94%
Total Providers 2057

Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y, Program Year, 2005-2006
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Early Childhood Outcomes for 3Y & 4Y, Program Year, 2005- 2006

Appropriate Behaviors
3Y Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 45
4Y Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 59
Total 104 3%
3Y Made Progress (above baseline) 1588
4Y Made Progress (above baseline) 1371
Total 2959 72%
3Y Maintenance (same as baseline) 222
4Y Maintenance (same as baseline) 240
Total 462 11%
3Y N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 333
4Y N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 264
Total 597 14%
3Y+4Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 4122 89%
Total Providers 4639

Acq & Use of Knowledge and Skills
3Y Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 53
4Y Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 62
Total 115 3%
3Y Made Progress (above baseline) 1883
4Y Made Progress (above baseline) 1621
Total 3504 85%
3Y Maintenance (same as baseline) 200
4Y Maintenance (same as baseline) 212
Total 412 10%
3Y N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 52
4Y N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 39
Total 91 2%
3Y+4Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 4122 89%
Total Providers 4639

Pos Socio-Emotional Skills
Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 45
Did Not Make Progress (below baseline) 62
Total 107 3%
Made Progress (above baseline) 1691
Made Progress (above baseline) 1457
Total 3148 76%
Maintenance (same as baseline) 197
Maintenance (same as baseline) 193
Total 390 9%
N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 255
N/A (reported skills at age level when entering program) 222
Total 477 12%
3Y+4Y Total Responses/ Response Rate 4122 89%
Total Providers 4639
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